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We conducted descriptive analyses of Statistics Canada’s 2001 and 2021 Censuses of Population to examine the representation and distribution of self-employed Indigenous people working in export-intensive and export-oriented industries. We summarized counts and shares by geography (North/South, provinces/territories, and on/off reserve) and by industry using North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 1997 and 2017 categories.
The key research questions were the following:
Which export-intensive industries are Indigenous entrepreneurs focused in? 
Where are Indigenous entrepreneurs located across Canada?
Are there gender differences in the distribution of Indigenous entrepreneurs?
How has Indigenous self-employment changed between 2001 and 2021?
How does the distribution vary among First Nations, Inuit, and Métis entrepreneurs? 
Census data
We use the 2001 and 2021 Censuses of Population (Statistics Canada). Results using the 2021 Census should be interpreted cautiously because the COVID-19 pandemic affected census operations and may have influenced responses to some social and labour questions, and pandemic-related access restrictions contributed to incomplete enumeration on some reserves and settlements, meaning some Indigenous communities are not captured in 2021 tabulations.[footnoteRef:2] The analytical universe was persons who: [2:  Statistics Canada, “Appendix 1.4”; and Statistics Canada, “Incompletely Enumerated.”] 

reported employment income, and
reported “self-employed” as class of worker (includes self-employed with paid help and without paid help).
Occupations are taken as the full set present in each census year.
Variables examined were the following:
Indigenous identity 
geography 
gender
highest certificate, diploma, or degree
industry (NAICS, per the classification in effect in each census year)

Comparability
North American Industry Classification System
Industry results are reported using the NAICS for each census: NAICS 1997 for the 2001 Census of Population and NAICS 2017 for the 2021 Census of Population, where NAICS definitions are harmonized to the NAICS 2017 version for ease of comparability.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Statistics Canada, North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) 1997; and Statistics Canada, North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Canada 2017 Version 3.0.] 

Indigenous identity
Over the period between 2001 and 2021, Statistics Canada changed Indigenous identity questions, processing, and coverage; additionally, documented response and ethnic mobility (respondents changing how they self-identify across cycles) can increase counts independent of true change. To learn more, see Statistics Canada’s technical documentation.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Statistics Canada, “Comparability.”] 


Geographic splits
On/off-reserve definition
We follow Statistics Canada’s on/off-reserve classification for both the 2001 and 2021 Censuses of Population. On reserve refers to respondents living in census subdivisions that Statistics Canada designates as on reserve for the relevant census year. Off reserve refers to all other areas. We use Statistics Canada’s supplied on/off-reserve indicator as coded in each year’s census data.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Statistics Canada, “Dictionary, Census of Population, 2021”; and Statistics Canada, “2001 Census Dictionary.”] 

Northern and Southern Canada
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Signal49 Research		2

Our definitions of Northern and Southern Canada follow the Northern Development Ministers Forum definition of Canada’s North. As seen on the map in Exhibit 1, Northern Canada includes the three territories and the northern portions (above the red line) of seven provinces. Southern Canada includes the portions of the provinces that fall below the red line.  

Exhibit 1
Northern regions of Canada
 [image: A map of Canada with the provinces and territories. There is a red line through the map that shows the division of North and South Canada based on the definition we use.]
Sources: Signal49 Research; Northern Development Ministers Forum, 2001.

Industries examined
Table 1
Export intensity by industry
(share of revenues from export sales, 2016, per cent)
	Export-intensive industries
	

	Plastics and rubber products manufacturing 
	42.8

	Wood product manufacturing 
	47

	Farms, fishing, hunting, and trapping*
	47.6

	Electrical equipment, appliance and component manufacturing 
	48.3

	Furniture and related product manufacturing 
	48.8

	Export-oriented industries
	

	Fabricated metal and machinery*
	57.1

	Oil and gas extraction 
	58.5

	Transportation equipment manufacturing 
	59.8

	Paper manufacturing 
	60.3

	Clothing and textiles*
	61.7

	Primary metal manufacturing 
	68.8

	Miscellaneous manufacturing 
	70.4

	Chemical manufacturing 
	81.2

	Computer and electronic product manufacturing 
	98.4

	Mining and quarrying (except oil and gas) 
	99


*clusters of export-intensive industries (see methodology)
Sources: Signal49 Research; Statistics Canada, Quarterly Survey of Financial Statements; Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada, Trade Data Online; Statistics Canada, Table 36-10-0007-01.
Breakdown of clusters by three-digit NAICS

Farms, fishing, hunting, and trapping:
111-112 – Farms
114 – Fishing, hunting and trapping
Fabricated metal and machinery:
332 – Fabricated metal product manufacturing
333 – Machinery manufacturing

Clothing and textiles:
313 – Textile mills
314 – Textile product mills
315 – Clothing manufacturing



111 – Crop production
This subsector comprises establishments, such as farms, orchards, groves, greenhouses and nurseries, primarily engaged in growing crops, plants, vines, trees and their seeds (excluding those engaged in forestry operations).[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Statistics Canada, “111 - Crop Production.”] 

112 – Animal production and aquaculture
This subsector comprises establishments, such as ranches, farms and feedlots, primarily engaged in raising animals, producing animal products and fattening animals.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Statistics Canada, “112 - Animal Production and Aquaculture.”] 

114 – Fishing, hunting and trapping
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in catching fish and other wild animals from their natural habitats.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Statistics Canada, “114 - Fishing, Hunting and Trapping.”] 

211 – Oil and gas extraction
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in operating oil and gas field properties.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Statistics Canada, “211 - Oil and Gas Extraction.”] 

212 – Mining and quarrying (except oil and gas)
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in mining, beneficiating or otherwise preparing metallic and non-metallic minerals, including coal.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Statistics Canada, “212 - Mining and Quarrying (Except Oil and Gas).”] 

313 – Textile mills
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing yarn or textile fabrics, or finishing yarn, textile fabrics or clothing.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Statistics Canada, “313 - Textile Mills.”] 

314 – Textile product mills
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing textile products, except clothing.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Statistics Canada, “314 - Textile Product Mills.”] 

315 – Clothing manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing clothing.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Statistics Canada, “315 - Clothing Manufacturing.”] 



321 – Wood product manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing products from wood.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Statistics Canada, “321 - Wood Product Manufacturing.”] 

322 – Paper manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing pulp, paper and paper products.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Statistics Canada, “322 - Paper Manufacturing.”] 

325 – Chemical manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing chemicals and chemical preparations, from organic and inorganic raw materials.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Statistics Canada, “325 - Chemical Manufacturing.”] 

326 – Plastics and rubber products manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in making goods by processing raw rubber and plastics materials.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Statistics Canada, “326 - Plastics and Rubber Products Manufacturing.”] 

331 – Primary metal manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in smelting and refining ferrous and non-ferrous metals from ore, pig or scrap in blast or electric furnaces.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Statistics Canada, “331 - Primary Metal Manufacturing.”] 

332 – Fabricated metal product manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in forging, stamping, forming, turning and joining processes to produce ferrous and non-ferrous metal products, such as cutlery and hand tools, architectural and structural metal products, boilers, tanks and shipping containers, hardware, spring and wire products, turned products, and bolts, nuts and screws.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Statistics Canada, “332 - Fabricated Metal Product Manufacturing.”] 

333 – Machinery manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing industrial and commercial machinery.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Statistics Canada, “333 - Machinery Manufacturing.”] 

334 – Computer and electronic product manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing computers, computer peripheral equipment, communications equipment, and similar electronic products, as well as components for such products.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Statistics Canada, “334 - Computer and Electronic Product Manufacturing.”] 

335 – Electrical equipment, appliance and component manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing products that generate, distribute and use electrical power.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Statistics Canada, “335 - Electrical Equipment, Appliance and Component Manufacturing.”] 

336 – Transportation equipment manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing equipment for transporting people and goods.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Statistics Canada, “336 - Transportation Equipment Manufacturing.”] 

337 – Furniture and related product manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments primarily engaged in manufacturing furniture and related products.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Statistics Canada, “337 - Furniture and Related Product Manufacturing.”] 

339 – Miscellaneous manufacturing
This subsector comprises establishments, not classified to any other subsector, primarily engaged in manufacturing activities. These establishments manufacture a diverse range of products, such as medical equipment and supplies, jewellery, sporting goods, toys and office supplies.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Statistics Canada, “339 - Miscellaneous Manufacturing.”] 


Indigenous identity
Indigenous identity refers to whether the person identified with the Indigenous peoples of Canada. This includes those who identify as First Nations (North American Indian), Métis and/or Inuk (Inuit), and/or those who report being Registered or Treaty Indians (that is, registered under the Indian Act of Canada), and/or those who have membership in a First Nation or Indian band. Aboriginal peoples of Canada (referred to here as Indigenous peoples) are defined in the Constitution Act, 1982, Section 35 (2) as including the Indian, Inuit and Métis peoples of Canada.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Statistics Canada, “Dictionary, Census of Population, 2021.”] 


Gender
Gender refers to an individual’s personal and social identity as a man, woman or non‑binary person (a person who is not exclusively a man or a woman).
Gender includes the following concepts:
gender identity, which refers to the gender that a person feels internally and individually;
gender expression, which refers to the way a person presents their gender, regardless of their gender identity, through body language, aesthetic choices or accessories (e.g., clothes, hairstyle and makeup), which may have traditionally been associated with a specific gender.
A person’s gender may differ from their sex at birth, and from what is indicated on their current identification or legal documents such as their birth certificate, passport or driver’s licence. A person’s gender may change over time.
Some people may not identify with a specific gender.
Given that the non-binary population is small, data aggregation to a two-category gender variable is sometimes necessary to protect the confidentiality of responses provided. In these cases, individuals in the category “non-binary persons” are distributed into the other two gender categories and are denoted by the “＋” symbol.
“Men＋” includes men (and/or boys), as well as some non-binary persons.
“Women＋” includes women (and/or girls), as well as some non-binary persons.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Statistics Canada, “2021 Census Gender Note.”] 


Data suppression and rounding
In some instances, data was suppressed to meet Statistics Canada’s confidentiality guidelines. In the 2001 and 2021 Censuses of Population, Statistics Canada suppresses values where the number of individuals corresponding to a category or geography falls below 10. In addition, Statistics Canada randomly rounds all raw counts either up or down to a multiple of five.
For further details on these guidelines, including thresholds for geographic area suppression and additional privacy measures, refer to the 2021 Census of Population Guide and related Statistics Canada documentation.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Statistics Canada, “Guide to the Census of Population.”] 
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